
As we anticipate the coming of Christ, we, 
as God’s people, are called to prepare. In our 
Advent services, we will be asked to: pay  
attention, repent, testify, and bear witness to 
God coming into the world. 

This year, Advent begins on 
December 3. On this Sunday 
of “hope,” we welcome family, 
friends and neighbors to our 
annual Advent Workshop, 
beginning at 3:30 pm. Our 
Sunday school classrooms 
will be transformed into 
workshops where children 
ages 4-12 can create a variety 
of ornaments and gifts. 
Adults are invited to come 
and create their own advent wreaths.  

At 5:30pm, Parish Life hosts an Advent  
Supper, with offerings of chili, mac and 
cheese, fresh corn bread, fruit and some 
sweet treats. This will be followed by our 
annual Advent Carol Sing at 6:00pm. 
Here, we will sing and play our way through 
some of the hymns and carols that have 
been tucked away since last 
year. Instrumentalists are  
invited to accompany this 
joyful celebration. Contact 
Meghan Meloy Ness to 
join the group. Rehearsal is  
scheduled for 4:45pm.

On Sunday, December 10, we will once 
again gather for Special Delivery Christmas  
Carols, where singers of all ages bring a 
little Christmas cheer to SPCers who can’t 

readily get to church. To sign 
up, please contact Dorrie 
McGrath. Gathering time is 
set for 3:00pm. 

For those grieving during 
this time, our Longest 
Night Service of song, 
prayer, Scripture reading and  
silence, is offered by the  
Stephen Ministry of SPC on 
Wednesday, December 20. 

This year, with Christmas 
Eve falling on a Sunday, 

a slightly revised schedule has been put 
into place. This year, our Pageant of the  
Nativity, where the youngest members of 
our congregation act out the story of the 
birth of the baby Jesus, will be part of our 
10:15am service. Our evening services will 
remain the same, with two Traditional  
Candlelight Services of Lessons & Carols. 

At 8:00pm, youth liturgists 
and instrumentalists lead us 
through the Christmas story. 
At 11:00pm, music is led  
by our Chancel Choir and 
retiring officers serve as  
liturgists.

Our Season of Advent
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Special Services  
in November 

November 5, All Saints’ Sunday
We name and remember the church  
members who have passed from this 
life to the next over the last year and lift 
them up in prayer.

November 12, Commitment Sunday
We are deeply thankful to those who 
have pledged to support SPC’s mission 
and growth, and encourage those who 
have not yet pledged to do so now.  
This year, SPC is hoping for 100%  
participation; every pledge helps us plan 
accordingly. 

November 26, Anniversary Sunday
As we celebrate 122 years of ministry  
at SPC, we welcome SPC member, Mark 
Gibble, to our pulpit. 
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Dear Friends, 
I recently attended a Trustees’  
meeting of the Parliament of the 
World’s Religions. The Parliament 
of the World’s Religions formed 
in 1893 at the World’s Columbian  
Exposition in Chicago, when, for the 
first time in history, representatives 
from Eastern and Western spiritual 
traditions formally gathered. Today, 
the Parliament continues to be  
committed to its original mission of 
promoting interreligious dialogue 
and harmony. Not surprisingly, its 
Trustees actively wrestle with how 
we live out this mission. The Trustees 
consist of civic and religious leaders, 
scholars, and activists, who span the 
wide spectrum of the world’s living 
spiritual traditions. You can imagine 
the diversity of worldviews and  
approaches brought to bear at these 
meetings.  

Diversity is both exhilarating and  
exhausting. Whenever we engage 
with peoples who draw from  
different assumptions than our own, 
whenever we strain our antennae 
to listen, look, and learn, it is both  
fascinating and fatiguing.  

In preparation for this meeting, I 
wondered what my Christian values 
bring to bear on our diverse world.   
Returning home to SPC, I wondered 
in reverse what God’s diverse world 
brings to bear on us as Christians.  

As we head into Advent, I invite you 
to reflect with me on these questions. 
Sarah, Meghan, and I have been 
studying the weekly themes of  
Advent. We have found that the 
scripture lessons prominently 
feature four actions:  to pay attention; 
to repent; to testify; and to bear 
God into the world. No doubt these  
actions expend even more energy  
in a diverse world than in a  
homogeneous one, but perhaps we 
will find scripture’s invitation to be 
more exhilarating than exhausting. 

Faithfully yours,                     Joyce

Installation of Rev. Sarah Cooper Searight
The Presbytery of Philadelphia 

and Swarthmore Presbyterian Church 
joyfully request the honor of your presence at  

the Service of Installation of
The Rev. Sarah Cooper Searight 

as Associate Pastor 
at Swarthmore Presbyterian Church

on Sunday, November 5, 2017 at 4:00pm
in the Sanctuary. 

Those attending are cordially invited 
to a reception in Fellowship Hall 

immediately following the worship service.

Stewardship: Are We There Yet?
Do you ever tire of hearing on Sunday morning during pledge season someone 
talking about the financial needs of the church? The answer is probably “yes.”   
Perhaps it’s time for us to look at this in a different light. Stewardship is actually 
a year round commitment for our church family because we realize the work 
and responsibilities of the church go on year-round. Only the congregation can  
decide SPC’s future and NOW is decision-making time. Every pledge, no matter  
its size, counts. Our pledge goal for 2018 is $800,000. We are halfway there, so  
we graciously thank those who have already sent in their pledges and joyfully  
look forward to reaching our goal. Please help us maintain this momentum!

Turkey Day  
& Pie Share 

On the Sunday before Thanksgiving,  
November 19, we hope to share this 
joyful season by giving to our neighbors 
in need. Each year, SPC is the primary 
sustainer of Chester Eastside’s Thanks-
giving effort; dinners for roughly 150 
families. Once again, we are counting 
on members to give thanks for God’s  
providence with  generous donations. 
Cash donations and/or non-perishable 
foods of any kind are also appreciated.  

Our Annual Pie Share will also be held 
this morning. Please plan to join Parish 
Life in fellowship for coffee and a  
delicious selection of home baked pies 
from the many talented cooks and  
shoppers in the congregation. All extra 
pie will be given to Chester Eastside. 

For more details on drop-off times,  
and a list of the most needed items, 

please see our church email blast  
and bulletin announcements.



SPC’s Chrismon Tree 
As Advent approaches, the Worship 
& Music committee is seeking  
volunteers to donate their time and/
or funds to the annual SPC Chrismon 
Tree. This beautiful tree stands in 
the church narthex throughout the 
month of December as a beautiful 
symbol of this glorious season. The 
committee is seeking a family or  
families to:

  1. Donate funds to purchase a tree  
   (should be 12-14 feet tall)
  2. Pick up and set up the tree in  
   the narthex (between Nov. 26  
   and Dec. 2)

  3. String lights on the tree  
   (between Nov. 26  
   and Dec. 2)
   If you can help, please contact 
   Dorrie McGrath.

For those who grieve, 
who are lonely, who  
suffer pain, who mourn 
broken relationships, as 
well as for all of us who 
know that the world 

we live in now is not the kingdom God 
has promised; for these and for all of us, 
there is hope in the light that shines from  
under that stable door. This Service of the  
Longest Night is an opportunity to  
gather as a community, to lament and to 
hope together for the light of Christ to 
be renewed among us once more. This  
service is offered by the Stephen Ministry 
of SPC on Wednesday, December 20 at 
7:00pm in Loeffler Chapel. It will be a  
service of song and prayer, Scripture  
reading and silence. All are welcome.

Longest Night: 
A Service of Light in  

the Midst of Darkness

FUSE: 4Ever Grateful Concert

Welcome Interfaith Leader, Eboo Patel 
Eboo Patel: Author, Speaker, Educator, Interfaith Leader
In a new collaboration with area congregations and 
Swarthmore College, SPC is excited to welcome Eboo 
Patel, founder of Interfaith Youth Core, whose mission 
is to make interfaith cooperation a social norm.  
On Wednesday, November 1, at 7:00 pm, the  
community is invited to the Lang Performing Arts 
Center (at Swarthmore College) to hear Eboo Patel’s 

keynote address, Building a Healthy Religiously Diverse Democracy: America’s 
Promise in a Time of Crisis. 

In addition, from 4:30-5:30pm, SPC’s high school youth are invited to Bond 
Hall at Swarthmore College to attend a session with Brendan Randall, Senior 
Consultant with Interfaith Youth Core, where they will discuss the topic:  
Developing a Theology of Interfaith Cooperation. All are welcome!

On Sunday, November 12, at 3:00pm, 
please join us at Congregation Ohev 
Shalom for the 2nd annual 4Ever  
Grateful Concert. At this free event, 
FUSE (Fellowship of Urban-Suburban 
Exchange) and the Interfaith Council 
of Southern Delaware County combine 
their efforts to transform their annual 
Thanksgiving event into a multicultural 
talent show with participants from 
the local community and houses of 
worship. Guests are invited to bring a 
canned or boxed good to distribute to 
the local food banks for Thanksgiving.  

Monetary collections will be donated 
to ongoing FUSE efforts.

Sing with Us! Members of the SPC 
Youth Choir and Chancel Choir will 
join forces in an intergenerational  
performance of Allan Naplan’s “Al 
Shlosa D’varim” for the concert. To take 
part in this wonderful ensemble, please 
contact Meghan at meghan.meloy.
ness@swarthmorepres.
org by November 8 and 
secure your spot.
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Come Ye, Thankful People, Come

In gratitude for your gifts to God,  
a harvest celebration is being given for us.

Please join us at  
the Old Mill in Rose Valley on

Sunday, November 19, 
from 4:00-6:00pm.

Adults are invited 
for this casual get-together to enjoy 

drinks, hors d’oeuvres and friendship.

Please RSVP by November 10.  
The space only allows 250 people.

Looking to the  
Future: A Note  

from Ali Holsinger
Over 8 years, I have served in a variety of 
capacities here at SPC – Bulletin Editor, 
In-House Graphic Designer, and most 
recently Director of Communications. 
These increased responsibilities have  
allowed me to grow in confidence and 
vision to build up own company in 
graphic design, my first love. Spending 
the summer designing our beautiful 
website led me to realize that it’s what 
I want to do full-time. As I venture 
out on my own, I will miss my beloved  
colleagues and friends in thecongre-
gation, but am excited for this new 
professional adventure. My last day at 
SPC will be November 30. Until then 
I will be working to prepare for my  
successor.  

IHN Call for Volunteers for 2018

IHN Coordinators, Mary McCoy  
and Bob & Charlotte Hall,  

invite you to consider joining  
their committed group of volunteers,  

hosting temporarily homeless  
families in the Family Promise  

program. There are many ways to 
help; just ask them how!
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Adult Education in Fellowship Hall

Where is the Church Going?  
How Can We Work for a Better World with Other Faiths?
November 5: After hearing presentations by Diana Butler 
Bass and Eboo Patel, we will have a conversation in which we 
can respond, reflect, and ask questions about what we have 
heard.  

The Story of Our Faith: The Barmen Declaration 
November 12: The Barmen Declaration was written in 1934 in 
Germany. Mostly composed by Karl Barth, it took a stand against 
the Nazi ideology that had seeped into the German Protestant 
churches. It claims that the Church is “solely Christ’s property.” 
Led by Michelle Denney Grunseich.

The Story of Our Faith: The Confession of 1967 
November 19: Also influenced by Karl Barth’s thought, the  
Confession of 1967 emphasizes reconciliation. Written during a 
time of great cultural shifts, it claims that racial justice, world 
peace, and abolition of poverty should be the work of the Church. 
Led by Sarah Cooper Searight.

The Story of Our Faith: The Brief Statement of Faith
November 26: The Brief Statement of Faith was forged when the 
United Presbyterian Church of the United States merged with 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States in the early 1980s. 
It’s brief in the best sense, and its compressed language is close to 
poetry. Led by Bill Searight.

The Story of Our Faith
December 3: The topic for this class is still under discussion. 
Please see other church communications later this month for 
more details. 

Stories from the Journey: A Flash Survey of Spiritual Memoirs 
from Augustine to Anne Lamott
December 10: To balance this year’s emphasis on institutional 
creeds, we will look at passages of writing that are more  
personal. Join us as we read and discuss spiritual memoir 
through the ages. And walk away with an inspiring bibliography 
for future reading! Led by Lauren McKinney.

Sunday Morning Hymn Sing
December 17: It’s a one-room schoolhouse of song! Sunday 
school classes for both children and adults will take the form of 
a hymn sing in Fellowship Hall this morning. In the singing of 
many verses, we will be reminded that the birth of this little babe, 
foretold by the prophets and heralded by angels, forever changed 
our world. Grab a cup of coffee or hot cocoa or orange juice and 
tune up those fa-la-las to be among the choristers seeking hope, 
peace, love, and joy this day and every day. Light refreshments 
will be available in the lobby at 8:45 a.m.

Parenting in Faith in the Study
NOTE: Class will not meet on Nov. 12.

Money + Faith = Stewardship
November 5: This comes as our stewardship campaign is in full 
swing. Help your children to see the joy of giving. Led by Julia 
Boerth.

How to Discuss the Term “White Privilege” with  
Your Children
November 19: In today’s society, the term “white privilege” is 
used liberally. But what does this term really mean to each of us, 
and how does it apply to our everyday lives? Together, we will 
share our own personal experiences as it pertains to this topic, 
discuss what we value and what we find problematic about this 
term, and hopefully learn to speak in ways that unite, rather than 
divide, us as a nation. Led by Vippy Yee.

Gratitude as a Theological Perspective
November 26: Gratitude isn’t just a few words said quickly  
before dinner gets cold. It’s a way of being. How can we  live that 
out with our families? Led by Brandon Lausch.

Bible Study in the Study

December 3, December 10: We continue our bible study se-
ries, where teachers will lead us through Bible texts and study 
God’s Word with us in our 
real world. More details to 
come in upcoming weeks. 

Sunday Morning Adult Education Sunday Morning Adult Education 

Classes begin at 9:00am



Christmas Eve Pageant: A Stable Full of SPC Children
Pageant Rehearsal: Friday, December 22, 3:00pm

All children age 3 through 8th grade are encouraged to  
participate in the nativity pageant! Because Christmas Eve 
falls on a Sunday this year, our Nativity Pageant will be a 
part of our 10:15am worship service. Here, our 3 and 4 year 
olds will be angelic cherubs, and kindergartners will crawl as 
woolly sheep on all fours down the aisle. 1st-4th graders will 
be shepherds, townsfolk, and angels. 5th graders are invited 
to  join the pageant as ushers, readers, or actors. Acting parts 
go fast: King Herod, Magi, the innkeeper, Gabriel, Mary, and 
Joseph all need to be cast! All who wish to participate may 
sign-up in Fellowship Hall on December 3, 10, and 17 or  
by contacting Ashley Charles. Accurate enrollment is  
important in assuring costumes for all  
participants. Visiting nieces, nephews, cousins, 
and grandkids are welcome to participate! 
We need volunteers to iron, mend, and  
prepare costumes, as well as helpers to  
coordinate groups of actors during the  
rehearsal and pageant. 

3rd Fridays at SPC: PJs & Movie Night
November 17 & December 15, 6:30-8:30pm

SPC’s best children and youth volunteers and employees are 
offering $5 childcare for parents in need of a couple hours 
to get ready for the holidays. Ashley Charles, Children’s 
Ministry Director, and friends will have a classic kid’s  
movie and a classic kid’s meal with your kids. Drop kids off 
in Fellowship Hall with their pajamas, blankets, sleeping 
bags, pillows, stuffed animals – any comfort object is  
welcome and encouraged! Please RSVP to Ashley so we 
know who’s coming.

Holiday Schedule Notes 
Holiday Break: Sundays, December 24 & December 31  

There are many great things for children to 
do on Sunday mornings, but church school 

is not one of them. Childcare on these 2 
Sundays for infants and toddlers will be 
available in the Nursery, beginning at 
10:00am. Regular church school classes  

resume Sunday, January 7.

Children’s MinistryChildren’s Ministry

Youth MinistryYouth Ministry

Welcome David Florence!  
Supply Associate Pastor for Christian Education
Beginning November 1, Rev. David Florence 
will be joining the staff of SPC as Supply  
Associate Pastor for Christian Education.  
David’s  duties will include planning, developing 
and supervising our youth ministry program. 
His passion for the environment, liberal arts,  
social justice and Christian education has  
guided his vocational life. David believes 
that when the whole church sees itself as a  
growing entity, especially through education and  
mission, innovative ministries arise that meet 
people where they are today. 

Confirmation
On November 5, a new batch of 9th graders will 
begin their confirmation experience. Together, 
they will explore the depth and breadth of the 
Reformed tradition, along the way leaning 
on friends in faith and reading the Gospel of  
Mark with their folks. Veteran teachers Geoff 
Anderson, Karen Gibble, David Herring, and  
Jacki Miller are leading them in this journey. 
Classes meet Sundays at 9am in McCahan Hall.

Walking the Walk
Working in collaboration with the Interfaith 
Center of Philadelphia, our youth are invited to 
join the Philadelphia branch of the nationally- 
recognized program Walking the Walk. This  
program is designed to help young people deepen 
their own identities and break through walls 
that distance them from people from other  
religious, cultural, and economic backgrounds. 
For information on joining, contact Michelle 
Lowry at michellelowry3@gmail.com.

Campus Ministry at Swarthmore College
Friday Feast, a project begun last spring, is  
focused on planning a regular dinner for SPC 
members and Swarthmore College students. 
The initiative aims to promote mingling amongst 
the two populations, while assuring students  
that they are welcome in our sanctuary. We  
coordinated with Joyce Tompkins, Director of  
Religious and Spiritual Life at the college, and  
the heads of campus Christian organizations. 
The first meal was held Sept. 15 and drew nearly 
20 students. More meals are planned. If you 
would like to help, please let us know.
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Ashley Charles is back from maternity leave! Be sure her to ask to see pictures of baby PJ!
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Fall Fair 2017
What a year in the life of SPC’s Fall Fair! We know the Fair’s 
success started, as it always does, with the donations—so 
many, so amazing, so generous. It continued with the work 
and humbling dedication of the Booth Chairs and their  
volunteers, who learn from the year before and re-imagine 
how to make it better. The many hours spent sorting, cleaning, 
pricing, and preparing everything for sale was a thing of  
wonder to see. They repaired furniture, met with appraisers, 
ironed, mended, sourced the best deals on foodstuffs, set up and 
converted spaces on a dime, moved the mountains of boxes and 
signs, braved the weather, cheerfully welcomed visitors on Fair 
Day, and so much more. 

Any mention of Fall Fair 2017 would not be complete without 
celebrating family and friends: families that work together on 
their booths like the Sonntags and the Daweses; the seafood 
crew working like a well-oiled machine while always sampling 
their fares to ensure the best quality control; and the friends 
embracing throughout the day as they reconnected over coffee 
and lemonade and good food while comparing notes on all they 
bought. 

So many hands, now tired but giving thanks for another church 
fund raiser that is part miracle, part love, part celebration of 
each other and of community. We are so blessed to have been 
able to share this with all of you.

In gratitude,  

Linda Carpenter, Jennifer Conway, 
David Herring, Joyce vanRavenswaay

Poinsettia Orders
The deacons invite you to make a gift of a 
beautiful Christmas poinsettia this season, 
dedicated to the memory of or thanksgiving 
for loved ones. Contributions of $8.50 or 
more are asked for each tribute. Tributes will 
be included in all three worship bulletins on 
Christmas Eve. Order forms will be available 
throughout the church beginning November 
19. Forms are due by Tuesday, December 12. 

   

SPC Fall Cleanup
On Saturday, November 18, we 
need volunteers of all ages to help 
put a dent in the long list of chores 
and projects that need to be tackled 
at this time of year. Cleanup begins 
at 9:00am and will go until 12:30pm 
- so come for an hour or stay for the 
whole morning! Leaf management 
is a priority, so please bring leaf  
blowers, wheelbarrows, tarps, and 

rakes. Work gloves, ladders, and general cleaning supplies 
are useful and welcome as well. Please sign up in advance so 
that we can prioritize tasks and ensure appropriate supplies.

Go to: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1I3x3iT1e-
45UWbGhHmwgriRnUhNtTavcAIU5LVylPhk/edit?usp=sharing

Refugee Welcome Team Update
As SPC moves ahead with the goal to place a refugee family 
in the area, the Refugee Welcome Team (RWT) co-chairs, 
along with SPC’s clergy liaison, Sarah, have been hard at work  
planning the path forward. There has been a good response 
from the congregation in filling out the six RWT working 
groups. The next major milestone will be to have SPC’s partner, 
Church World Services, meet with the RWT for the first of two  
information and training sessions at SPC. The first meeting 
is scheduled for Sunday, November 12, at 4:00pm. This will  
provide for an orientation and guidance for the RWT, along 
with a chance to promote Q&A. 

Chester Charter School for  
the Arts Student Art Exhibit

Beginning Sunday, November 5, SPC is honored to host 
Chester Charter School for the Arts (CCSA) student art  
exhibit. In Fellowship Hall, we will 
feature 24 pieces of art, crafted by 
the talented students of all ages at 
CCSA, from both their lower and 
upper schools. On November 5, 
we will have a reception following  
worship, where many of the students, 
as well as their art teachers and some 
of the administration from CCSA, 
will be in attendance

The art work will on display from November 5 through the 
19, and will be incorporated into our worship in different 
ways during that time.

Security at SPC
Security for the church, especially our Nursery Day School, 

has always been a top priority. Beginning Monday,  
November 6, an added level of security will be in place. 

Daytime entrance to the building will be limited to the main 
office door. This door will remain locked, and visitors will 
need to alert us of their presence using our new intercom 

system. Thank you for your patience.
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WEEKLY MEETINGS:
Choir Rehearsals: 
Bell Choir: Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. 
Youth Choir: Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. 
Chancel Choir: Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.
Children’s Choir: Sundays, 11:30 a.m.

Coffee & Fellowship:
Sundays, 11:15 a.m.

Youth Groups:
Middle School: Sundays, 4:30 p.m.
High School: Sundays, 6:00 p.m.
(not meeting 12/3, 12/24, 12/31)

Nominating Committee:
Mondays, 7:30 p.m.

Church Gardening:
Thursdays, 9:30 a.m. (thru 11/16)

 November CaleNdar

November 1   All Saints’ Day
4:30 p.m.  HS Lecture: IFYC
7:00 p.m. Lecture: Eboo Patel

November 2  
10:00 a.m. Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Chinese/Eng Conversation 

November 5    All Saints’ Sunday 
8:00 a.m. Early Worship
9:00 a.m. Education
9:00 a.m. Confirmation Begins
10:15 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
10:15 a.m. Chapel Worship
11:15 a.m. CCSA Student Art  
 Exhibit Opens
11:45 a.m. Hunger Group / Tai Chi
2:00 p.m. HS: Walking the Walk
4:00 p.m. Installation of  
 Rev. Sarah Cooper Searight

November 6 
7:00 p.m. Bible Study

November 7
7:30 p.m. Session

November 10-12
PW Fall Retreat to Ocean Grove, NJ

November 12    Commitment Sunday 
8:00 a.m. Early Worship
9:00 a.m. Education
10:15 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
11:45 a.m. Peacemaking
12:00 p.m. CWS Refugee Welcome   
 Team Training
1:30 p.m. Joint Choir Rehearsal
3:00 p.m. FUSE 4Ever Grateful  
 Concert

November 14 
2:00 p.m. Presbytery
7:30 p.m. Deacons & Committees

November 15 
12:15 p.m. Interfaith Council
7:00 p.m. Personnel Committee
7:30 p.m. Parish Life

November 16
7:00 p.m. Chinese/Eng Conversation 

November 17
6:30 p.m. 3rd Friday: Movie Night!

November 18
9:00 a.m. SPC Fall Cleanup
9:00 a.m. Confirmation Retreat

November 19  Turkey Day/Pie Share 
8:00 a.m. Early Worship
9:00 a.m. Education
10:15 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
10:15 a.m. Chapel Worship
11:45 a.m. World Mission / Tai Chi
2:00 p.m. HS: Walking the Walk
4:00 p.m. Harvest Celebration!

November 20
7:00 p.m. Stephen Ministry
7:30 p.m. Health & Safety

November 23-24
Church office is closed for the holiday

November 26   Anniversary Sunday
       Lay Preacher: Mark Gibble
8:00 a.m. Early Worship
9:00 a.m. Education
10:15 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
11:15 a.m. Alternative Christmas 
 Shop (ACS) / Giving Tree

 deCember CaleNdar

December 3   Advent I
8:00 a.m. Early Worship
9:00 a.m. Education
10:15 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
11:15 a.m. ACS / Giving Tree
11:45 a.m. Hunger Group / Tai Chi
1:00 p.m. HS: Walking the Walk
3:30 p.m. Advent Workshop
4:45 p.m. Carol Sing Rehearsal
5:30 p.m. Advent Supper  
6:00 p.m. Carol Sing

December 4
7:00 p.m. Bible Study
7:30 p.m. Finance Committee

December 5 
7:30 p.m. Session

December 7  
10:00 a.m. Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Chinese/Eng Conversation 

December 10   Advent II 
8:00 a.m. Early Worship
9:00 a.m. Education
10:15 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
10:15 a.m. Chapel Worship
11:15 a.m. ACS / Giving Tree
11:45 a.m. Peacemaking
2:00 p.m. HS: Walking the Walk
3:00 p.m. Special Delivery Carols

December 12 
Poinsettia tributes due
7:30 p.m. Deacons & Committees

December 13
7:00 p.m. Personnel Committee
7:30 p.m. Parish life Committee

December 15
January/February Herald  
submissions due  
6:30 p.m. 3rd Friday: Movie Night!

December 17   Advent III
8:00 a.m. Early Worship
9:00 a.m. Carol Sing
10:15 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
10:15 a.m. Chapel Worship
11:15 a.m. ACS
11:45 a.m. World Mission / Tai Chi

December 20
12:15 p.m. Interfaith Council
7:00 p.m. Longest Night Worship 

December 22 
3:00 p.m. Nativity Pageant Rehearsal

December 24    Advent IV &
                           Christmas Eve
10:15 a.m. Sanctuary Worship &
 Nativity Pageant
8:00 p.m. Service of Lessons/Carols
11:00 p.m. Service of Lessons/Carols

December 25   Christmas Day 
The church office is closed for the holiday

December 31   
10:15 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
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Alternative Christmas Shop
Ring in the season with a visit to SPC’s 
Alternative Christmas Shop starting 
Sunday, November 26 and running 
four Sundays. A beloved holiday  
tradition in its 12th year, ACS offers 
Advent shoppers a different way to 

give and a teaching moment for children.

Fellowship Hall will be festive with balloons, music and  
holiday cookies, as shoppers browse 23 charities and decide 
on gifts in honor of family, friends, teachers, and others. 
Shoppers will find charities from local to international and 
a range of prices, from $5 to $50, with one special gift priced 
at $350 (read on!). Kids will find a couple of $1 gifts to buy 
without depleting their piggybanks—but teaching them 
that giving is the true message of Christmas. All gifts are tax  
deductible. 

One of this year’s gifts will enable SPC’s plans to host a  
refugee family by raising funds for rental housing: $350 for a 
week or $50 for a day. Another will support the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia’s 300th anniversary campaign to raise $300,000 

for eight ministries seeking to disrupt the school-to-prison 
pipeline and promote restorative justice for young people. 
Other gifts will help returning veterans, impoverished  
women in Nicaragua, wounded civilians in Syria, threatened 
polar bears—and many more worthy causes. 

See you at the shop! Or shop online at swarthmorepres.org/
alternative-christmas-shop/ 

Alternative Christmas S6op for Children
Children are invited to shop at a special table just for them 
in Fellowship Hall, where they purchase a $1 share in a s 
s p e c i a l  
selection of a ppealing gifts. There is no limit to the num-
ber of gifts children can buy! Two Volunteers are needed 
to help with this table each week. If 
you’re interested in helping, please  
contact Ashley Charles at spcchildren@
swarthmorepres.org.

Celebrating the Gift of Giving

SPC Giving Tree
Sundays, November 26 through December 10 

The Christmas season is fast approaching, and the  
Outreach Committee is busy making plans for this year’s 
Giving Tree. SPC members have the opportunity to take 
a tag or two from the tree and purchase presents for the 
children of Chester Eastside, TM 
Thomas, and Frederick Douglass 
Christian School. 

Volunteers are also needed to help 
set up the tree, make tags, wrap 
gifts, or deliver them to our mission  
partners. Contact Caroline Craig 
(610-532-2691 or 610ccraig205@
gmail.com) to volunteer to help.Give hope around the world!

Swarthmore Presbyterian Church
727 Harvard Avenue
Swarthmore, PA 19081
610.543.4712

Pastors:
Joyce Shin
joyce.shin@swarthmorepres.org
David Florence
david.florence@swarthmorepres.org 
Sarah Cooper Searight
sarah.cooper.searight@swarthmorepres.org

Visit our Website
www.swarthmorepres.org

Like us on Facebook 

Swarthmore Presbyterian Church
Swarthmore Pres. Youth Ministries  

Follow us on Twitter

          swatmopresyouth 

Check out Our  
Youth Blogs:

https://swatmopresyouth. 
wordpress.com/

Address service requested

Striving to be the Body of Christ - Here and Now, Ready to Serve!


